
Report from Faith in Scarborough Schools (FISS) 

September 2020 

A lot has changed over the last year.  After furlough over the first lockdown, in Autumn term 2020, 

we began with online assemblies.  One was about Harvest and the parable or the foolish farmer. The 

other was about helping each other, drawing on themes from the good Samaritan.  These assemblies 

utilised the skills of our team of volunteers, and it was great fun working together at a safe distance, 

after so much time being isolated.  Both assemblies were received well by schools.  

They received this feedback: 

• ‘The assemblies were great and tailored to the curriculum. Children and staff enjoyed 
them!’ 

• ‘Engaging the children could identify with it on several levels.’     

• ‘Really useful during school closure when we can't access visitors for assemblies. It 
gave the children variety and they enjoyed watching them.’ 

November 2020 

In November 2020 we were busy filming for our Online Christmas Journey which was accessed by 14 

schools.  Over the course of five days, students watched a live streamed interview with characters 

such as Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and even one of the wise men.  They Joined them to hear a 

first-hand account of the events of the real Christmas – not Christmas trees and Santa but a stable 

and the best gift of all. 

Here is some of the feedback: 

‘Thank you so much for the resource, it gave a structure to Christmas in school, reminded the 

children of the Christian message of Christmas and enabled the children to access the nativity 

story that they missed because no gathering or assemblies could take place.’ 

Spring Term 2020 

Spring term came and we were in lockdown and furloughed again until schools recommenced in 

early March.  Then FISS were back to doing online assemblies and building on the knowledge that 

we’d started to acquire, the term before.  We did assemblies that addressed key questions in the RE 

curriculum, such as: ‘What can we learn from sacred books?’,  ‘Why are festivals important to 

Christians?’ and ‘What does our faith say when life gets hard?’.  These assemblies are on our 

YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0FkhgHZ7NS5YkxKbB4hvJg 

Summer Term 2021 

Summer term came and we were still in lockdown so continued with the online assemblies.  We 

experimented with different ways of presenting.  Sometimes using more drama, sometimes 

animation, storytelling, and games.  Each of our methods were impacted by the current COVID 

restrictions and the editing programs we were gradually discovering.  Towards the end of this term a 

couple of schools managed to allow us to visit and deliver the assemblies in person. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0FkhgHZ7NS5YkxKbB4hvJg


September 2021 - Assemblies 

September 2021 came, and we were back in schools! Currently about 10 schools have had us in, and 

we’ve delivered about 20 assemblies on Harvest, ‘Why are Festivals important to Christians?’ 

friendship, Creation, Christianity in Britain today, hard times and ‘Why do some people believe God 

exists?  The children are inquisitive and engaged.  They ask questions, share their thoughts, and help 

out with games and dramas.  After a short activity in which we all closed our eyes and imagined that 

our hearts were ‘good soil’, soaking up God’s love and goodness, the children were asked to share 

how this moment felt.  One said, “It felt like a breeze in my heart”.  Another said “I imagined that 

someone asked me how I am”.   

Shine Club 

We’ve also been able to recommence Shine Club, this time at Overdale school, on Tuesday 

lunchtimes.  We share a drink and a snack, hear a bible story from ‘Jesus Storybook Bible’ and do 

games and crafts that link in with the theme.  This children’s Bible goes through each major 

character and event in the bible and draws out how it always points to Jesus, Old Testament to new.  

Currently we have a maximum of twelve attending.  

Christmas Journey 2021 

This year, plans are under way for our Christmas Journey which we hope to take around the year 3 

and 4 students at local schools – so a mobile event.   Each school that books in, will journey through 

a labyrinth in small groups, solving clues and unlocking each character to reveal the manger in the 

centre of the labyrinth. This is planned for early December, and we’ll be hoping to work with one 

school a day, seeing about 60 students each day.  Let us know if you would like to know more or be 

involved. 

 

The Future 

The future looks exciting too.  We have a new administration worker to network with schools, 

update the website, keep supporters more connected to FISS, fundraise and to raise the profile of 

FISS.  We have a strategic plan for expansion in the future.  Currently Christina and Catherine make 

up the hours of one full time position.  The hope is that that would expand to give more support to 

more schools.  FISS are seeking God to, hopefully, split Scarborough into two sections and for each 

area to have one and half workers.  This means, potentially, three schools’ workers and one admin 

worker.  Currently we stay connected with as many schools as possible that want to engage, but we 

are limited in how much we can do for each school.  We’d also love to connect more with secondary 

schools and an expansion in the team would enable that. 



Mentoring 

Since the Summer term 2021, FISS have joined with Sidewalk to support them in their transition, 

mentoring project.  This project supports year 6 students transition to secondary school by helping 

them reflect on their organisation skills, how to manage stress, what kind of a learner they are, how 

to have healthy friendships and how to get help if they need it.  Catherine has been mentoring at St 

Peter’s and now St Augustine’s as they have moved into year 7.  The project has been so successful 

that it’s been extended and continued, but I’m sure Sidewalk will tell you more about that. 

FISS Mission Morning 

FISS had a Mission Morning in August and Tony Bower gave an encouraging talk about his 

experience managing and developing a similar project in York (York Schools and Youth Trust - YoYo).  

Some of the main pieces of advice that have impacted the work of FISS are that we shouldn’t try to 

do everything, we should consider what we do well and delegate appropriately.  By saying no to 

things that aren’t part of FISS’ vision, we are freed up to do more of what is part of the vision.   

FISS New Mission Statement and Logo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The vision for FISS is outlined in our new mission statement (above).  This stems from our 
discussions at a trustees’ meeting back in March of this year.  We wanted our mission to be relevant 
and useful to schools, whilst fulfilling our calling to serve God and to spread the Good News of 
Christ.  In schools, we tread a careful line between education and evangelism and need to be 
sensitive to the school’s policies and guidance without compromising our faith and calling.   

 
With this in mind, we based our mission statement discussions on two pertinent bible verses and 

aspects of the (very useful and encouraging) RE syllabus that schools use. 

The key things to come from the discussion were that FISS should be: 

• FISS should be authentic 

• FISS should be relevant 

• FISS should be about encountering a living faith.   

• FISS should be engaging 

• FISS should be challenging’. 



Catherine and Christina went away with this information and designed and logo and mission 

statement to reflect this.  Amy Kendal very kindly transposed these ideas into a more useable logo. 

1. The book is the bible 

2. The plant represents a living, Christian faith, rooted in the bible 

3. The heart is the love of God 

Fundraising 

• Regular donation continues from our faithful supporters alongside occasional donations 

from churches and individuals. 

• Faith in Scarborough Schools are registered with Easyfundraising, which means supporters 

can raise FREE donations for FISS every time they shop online. Over 4,000 shops and sites 

will donate to FISS when supporters use easyfundraising to shop with them. 

• We are looking into grants to secure funding for FISS.  Our new administration worker will be 

able to take this forward.  

• You are now able to donate online from the website https://www.fiss-

scarborough.org.uk/donations.html using paypal or credit / debit card. 

 

Dates  

 

Dates for your Diary or for Prayer 

• 25th November - Supporters Prayer Meeting - 7pm Scarborough Christian 

Fellowship 

• 29th November – 10th December - Christmas Journey to tour round schools. 

 

https://www.fiss-scarborough.org.uk/donations.html
https://www.fiss-scarborough.org.uk/donations.html

